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control administration according to organic law
in any case, can always, upon the pretences made
in this case or any other pretences, or arbitrarily
without any pretence, break up their govern-
ment and thus practically put an end to free
government upon the earth. It forces us to ask:
"Is there, in all republics, this inherent and fatal
weakness?" "Must a government, of necessity,
be too strong for the liberties of its own people>
or too weak to maintain its own existence?" *

And it was this same idea he had in mind
when he said, in the famous remarks at Gettys-
burg on November 19, 1863, that the Civil War
was testing whether a nation 'conceived in
liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal' could long endure; that
the object of the war was to ensure 'that govern-
ment of the people, by the people, and for the
people, shall not perish from the earth/ Lincoln
opposed secession because it struck a blow at
democratic government.

Yet it is natural to ask, has a minority no
right of rebellion in a democratic government?
More particularly, if by democratic government
is meant the rule of the majority, may there not
be occasions when the majority is tyrannical or
where the division of opinion between majority
and minority is so acute, that the minority is
entitled to leave? It is not certain what Lincoln's
answer would be to a very general question of
this sort. It is likely that he would admit that
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